CHAPTER IX
"PEACE"
AND so FRANCE is formally "at peace." It is 45 days since Ger-
many loosed her attack in the Low Countries. In all, France
has been at war with Germany for 9 months and 21 days; with
Italy for 14 days.
The Third Republic does not long survive the catastrophe
which has overwhelmed it so swiftly. But before it is trans-
formed into an authoritarian regime it must suffer one more
blow both to its material strength and to its pride. In the Com-
mons on June 25 Prime Minister Churchill announces that the
separate armistice agreement involving the surrender of the
French fleet is a clear breach of the promises of the French
Government. In the following days efforts are made to per-
suade the commanders of those French ships which are not
either in English harbors or at Alexandria to take precautions
so that they never can be used against Britain. The French
units in question are concentrated largely in the Algerian har-
bor of Oran and the adjacent naval port of Mers-d-Kebir,
under command of Admiral Gensoul. No satisfaction can be
obtained. The British refuse to accept the thesis that Chan-
cellor Hitler's word and the word of Signor Mussolini, as given
in the armistice treaties, are adequate safeguards.
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